ENGLISH TRADESMAN.                      187

ditions ; but if it is not in his power to perform it,
as in this affair of payment of money is often the
case, the man cannot be condemned as dishonest.

It must, however, be acknowledged, that it is a
very mortifying thing to a honest tradesman to be
obliged to break his word ; and therefore where
men can possibly avoid it, they should not make
their promises of payment so positive, bat rather
conditional, and thereby avoid both the immorality
and the discredit of breaking their word ; nor will
any tradesman, I hope, harden himself in a careless
forwardness to promise, without endeavouring or
intending to perform, from anything said in this
chapter; for be the excuse for it as good as it will,
as to the point of strict honesty, he can have but
small regard to his own peace of mind, or to his
own credit in trade, who will not avoid it as much
as possible.